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ItifORMATIOM C0NCEWXI16 RESPECT FOR HOHAN RIGHTS W AFGHANISTAN 

A. Situation before the intervention of foreign troops 
in Dtcwbtr 1979 

1. in his previous reports, the Special Rapporteur endeavoured to show that in 
the course of the Saur Revolution (April 1978) there was opposition to the reform 
decrees and their implementation. These reforms, which were strictly implemented, 
had affected customary law, the customs and traditions of the majority of the 
population in the rural areaa and the religious consciousness of much of the 
population. The manner in which the reforms, which had not been approved by 

Loya Jirgah . were implemented provoked resistance, which developed into a virtual 
uprising and in turn gave rise to stronger governmental pressure. 

2. The Special Rapporteur also mentioned the case of a number of persons 
considered to have disappeared before December 1979. In his latest report to the 
Commission on Human Rights (E/CN. 4/1986/24, para. 47), the Special Rapporteur 
referred to new examples of missing persons in Beret. During the recent 
investigation of the situation of human rights in Afghanistan the Special 
Rapporteur was informed fay an eyewitness that, in September 1978, in Laghman 
Province, 360 people, mostly civilians, had been taken away blindfolded and 
handcuffed and it was stated that they had subseouently been burnt alive. 

B. Situation since the Intervention of foreign troops on 
27 December 1979 

3. As stated earlier, the Intervention of foreign troops in Afghanistan 
constitutes a landmark in the human-rights situation in the country, which hae been 
affected since then by both the internal political situation before the 
Intervention and the armed conflict that developed throughout the country as a 
result of that intervention. These two aspects of the situation are governed by 
distinct International criteria in the field of human rights. 

!• Situation of human rights In Afghanistan independent of 
J the armed conflict 

(a) Right to life 

4. During the reporting period, the Special Rapporteur hae received Information 
on some caeea of death sentences. 

(b) Right to liberty and security of per son i prison conditions 

5. In his previous report to the Commission (E/CH. 4/1986/24, paras. 54 and 55) , 
the Special Rapporteur referred, ae an example, to the fate of Mr. Hassan Kakar and 
in particular to his conditions of Imprisonment in the Pol-l-charkhi Prison in 
Kabul. The latest information shows that the fate of this famous historian has not 
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changed each sine* January 1986 and ha la still living in huailiating eonditlona. 
According to additional inforaatlon Ifr. Kakar baa been transferred to block III of 
title prison and aharea • call with three inaatea i tha aadlcal and tba hygienic 
facllltiee reaaln very poor. 



6. New inforaatlon concerning pciaon eonditlona baa baan eoaaunicatad to tba 
Spaelal Rapporteur in Quetta by two Australians, Me. Jemy Ude, teacher of 
aeulpture at tha Dhiverelty of Baluchistan, and Robert Wllllaaaon, expert of 
foreetry working on a project financed by tha World Bank in Baluchlatan, who vara 
kidnapped by eaobere of the Saaaoull tribe on 18 Nay 1985 while proceeding to tha 
a ice of tha project located in tha Nealakh Forest Boeerve (weet of Quatta). 
Detained for two weeka in tha tribal araa on tha border of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, they vara tranaf erred to Kandahar by a helicopter Identified ae 
belonging to the Afghan allitary forces. Two daya later they were tranaf erred to 
Kabul and detained In Sadarat Pciaon. During their transfer froa the tribal area 
to Kandahar and Kabul they were blindfolded and handcuff ad. During their detention 
they were separated. 

Jenny Lade's eonditlona of iapcleonaont 



7. Detained f roa 2 June to 27 Daceaber 1985 in a call aaaeurlng 10 feet by 

10 feet with up to four political prieonera waiting to be convicted (aba waa told 
that eoae of thee had bean detained for up to 22 aontha without trial) aha waa not 
permitted to lnfora tha Australian Babaeay of her detention. The woaen- detained 
with her with aged between 17 and 65 yeara and aoae were aecoapanied by their 
babies. During tha peeled of detention, although aha received aufficlant 
Quantities of food, tha nutritional value of the food waa ao low that aha 
eventually contracted acurvy. Accordingly to Information given to her by an 
inaate, there had been cases of 111-treataant of woaan previously detained et the 
Sadarat Pclaon (aoae of thea were allegedly hung up by their area and beaten on 
their lege, and aha had seen an Inaate with bcuiaaa on her lege), The tiae outside 
the cell waa Halted to half an hour a day. She described the cell aa being in 
poor condition, with a leaking roof and the floor covered with lneecte and rata. 
Other Inaatea could receive parcela once fortnightly froa relatlvea, containing 
food, clothea and aoney. P aw e ver, aoae of the eontente of the parcela were 
withheld by prison wardara. 

8. In October 1985, aha waa charged with Illegal entry Into Afghanletan, 
aeaserahlp of tha CIA and lnvolveeant with Paehtu trlbeeaen for 
counter-revolutionary actlvltlea. Thereefter aha waa given half an hour to write 
her defence. During her entire detention aha was not allowed either to write to 
her faally or to have a lawyer. D owava r , aha waa obliged to write two lettara in 
accordance with guidelines, dictated to her by a police off leer (Interrogator), 
stating that she waa la good health and alive, the letter waa sent to the 
Pakistani author it las and the Australian Cabaaay in Zalaaabad. 8he waa releeaed 
without trial on 27 Deeeaber 1985, the eaoe day aa Mr. Wllllaaaon. 



Robert Wllllaaaon'e eonditlona of laprlaonaant 

9. Detained for the ease period aa Na. Lade, Mr. Wllllaaaon waa completely 
isolated froa the ether datalneea for five aontha. Be was not permitted to lnfora 
the Australian Bibassy or anyone else of his detention. Onl Ike other Inaatea, he 
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was not allowed any physical exercise* hit only option was to walk up and down his 
call. He vas charged with illegal antry into Afghanistan, membership of the CIA 
and involvement with Pashtu tribesmen for countar -revolutionary activities. 
However, ha received enough time and paper to prepare his defence. During his 
antira detention he was not allowed either to write to his family or to contact a 
lawyar. He was released without trial on. 27 December 1985 , the aame day as 
Ms. Lade. 

10. According to information given to his by inmates, there had been cases of 
torture by electric shocks* he was also told of a 16-year-old detainee and the case 
of a man kept in detention for three and a half years without trial. Cries and 
screams could be heard during the night from different parte of the priaon. 

11. The Special Rapporteur has on other occasions received Information describing 
similar prison conditions concerning convicted prisoners (see E/CH. 4/1986/24 , 
paras. 55 and 56). The information so received was reflected in his previous 
reports. 

12. A driver working for the Water and Power Development Authorities project group 
Informed the Special Rapporteur that he had been kidnapped by Asmatullah tribesmen 
on 29 November 1985 under similar circumstances to those of the two Australians 
while proceeding to a village located neer Chaman. Ha had also been handed over to 
Afghan authorities in Spin Baldak and then transferred to a prison in Kandahar. 

T*o and a half months later he was transferred to Pol-i-Charkhi Priaon in Kabul, 
and charged with Illegal entry into Afhanietan. According to his testimony, there 
have been cases of ill-treatment of detainees who were allegedly forced to stand on 
one leg in the enow for an hour at a time. On 16 August 1986 he waa released 
without trial as part of an exchange of prisoners. It was also stated to the 
Special Rapporteur that other Pakietan citizens who had been kidnapped under 
similar circumstances were still in Afghan custody i no further information about 
the fate of these persons was available. 

13. The Special Rapporteur has been Informed about the continuation of torture and 
ill-treatment in Rhad interrogation centres during interrogation. According to new 
information, during interrogation the following aevere methods of torture are still 
being used on men and women i pulling out finger naila, systematic beating and 
psychological pressure. Information has been received about particularly harsh 
diaciplinary measuree in the Pol- i-Charkhi Prison. T*o persons reported that they 
have been held for days and nights handcuffed and with their kneee bound, in a very 
small, dirty, humid cell. They s h owed marks on their arms and legs to the Special 
Rapporteur. One of these persons gave the Special Rapporteur a copy of a judgement 
delivered by a revolutionary court and a copy of a decision releasing the same 

per eon in accordance with the implementation of the Amnesty Decree declared on the 
occasion of the Love Jlrcah which took place on 4 July 1986. 

(c) Right to self-determination 

14. In hie previous report to the General Assembly, the Special Rapporteur 
provided information on the Love Jlrgah held in April 1985, and the decisions taken 
at that assembly, including a message addressed to the Secretary-General 
(A/40/273-S/17135, annex). 
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IS, In addition, the Special Rapporteur m informed about the adoption of new 
policy under Mr , Ha J lb. It was said that attempts had baan made to give the no* 
Government broader recognition through local lircahe . H ow ev er, the local llrgahe 
which toot place during the period under review were described by many vltnessas i 
an establiahment of 'defence committees* presented in tba form of an elected 
assembly. 



(d) 



Impact of conflicting Ideologies on cultural life in Afghanistan 



16. The Special Rapporteur has received additional Information confining the fact 
that the educational system in Afghanletan is largely baaed on non-traditional 
ideas. This is at variance with article 18, paragraphs 1 and 4, of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, The educational system 
applied to many children sent abroad through th* lnatitutlon known as 
perwarlschqahl watan (homeland nurasrvl la still in force and children are still 
enrolled in thia institution againat their parental will. The Special Rapporteur 
waa told that some children are sent to the Soviet Onion for a short period of time 
and uaed thereafter ea spies, A 16-year-old boy Informed the Special Rapporteur 
that he had been sent to the Soviet Onion againat his will/ trained for two months 
in espionage and forced to collect Information on the activities of opposition 
movements baaed in Peshawar (see alao C/CIf, 4/1988/24, paras, 84-88}, 

2, Situation of human right a resulting from the armed conflict 
In Afghanletan 

(a) General aurvey 

17. Pursuant to the request of the Commission on Human Rights in paragraph 8 of 
ita reaolution 1985/38, the Special Rapporteur proposes to provide Information on 
the casualties sustained by the civilian population In Afghan is tsn mm a result of 
the situation now prevailing in that country, 

18. The provision of such information is dependent upon two basic requisites! 
first, acceaa to areaa where bombardments took placet and, s eco nd ly, the technical 
knowledge and expertise to aaaeaa the material damage resulting from these 
bombsrdments of civilians, Aa regarda the first element, since the Special 
Rapporteur is denied access to the territory, he is obliged to take into 
consideration all other information available to him that ha deems reliable, as 
corroborated by numerous sources. The second element is a matter outside his 
competence, and he will limit himself to describing, as far aa possible, the nature 
and extent of the bombardments in question. 



19. The Special Rapporteur haa followed the situation in the country ae reflected 
in the information available to him, including reports on several incidents which 
came to his knowledge. As already mentioned above, new tactics are being uaed in 
order gradually to close the routes of ten used by the opposition forces as well as 
Afghan refugeee. Many reporta ahow that the governmental forces or foreign troops 
are trying to seal border areaa to prevent the flow of persona. Including refugeM, 
across the borders i this haa resulted in the lose of many lives aa well mm property 
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and hae made it difficult to evacuate the wounded. Furthermore, many caaualtiaa 
have baan rapoctad aa a raault of tha military caapaign to aacura the aaln highways 
linking tha larger towns and tha northarn bordar and to estsblish new military 
posts along tha highways and in tha larger cltias and alrf lelds. Cities like Harat 
and Kandahar ara rapoctad to have baan largely daatroyad and to ba mainly 
eontrollad by opposition movement*, intense fighting was raportad to have taken 
plaea alao in tha northarn and eouth-eaatern reglona. tay bombs ara atill used, 
affecting tha civilian population, aapaclally children* and aniaals. Tha Spacial 
Rapporteur wae inf oread of tha uaa of boabe which wara aaid to diaparaa hundrede of 
fragaenta similar to wall bladaa. The uaa of auch boabs has bsan confirmed by 
•any woundad parsons during tha visits of tha Spacial Rapporteur to boepita la. 

20. At thia etage, tha Spacial Rapportaur would like, onca again, to atata that, 
in hla view, all parties to tha conflict, including the foreign troops and tha 
oppoaition aoveacnts, ara at laast bound by articla 3 li— u» to tha Geneve 
Conventions of 1949. An exhsustlve atudy by tha Intar national Coaaittee of tha Rad 
Cross antitlad "Lee Conventions da Qentve at la reciprocity, pcaparad by 
J. da Pretax (Geneva, 198S), deaonetratas that tha implementation of articla 3 of 
tha Geneva Conventions doaa not raouira any raclproclty and is accordingly binding 
on any party to a conflict regerdless of whathar tha other party abidaa by thaaa 
norms. 



< b > Caaualtiaa resulting from bombardments and othar forma of war far a, in 
particular concarnlng tha civilian population 

21. The gravity of tha conflict is lllustratad by tha high civilian caaualtiaa 
reaulting froa bcabardaanta and aassacraa which wara raportad to hsva oocurred 
during aaarchaa for aaabara of opposition m ov em ants carriad out by tha silitary 
forcee. Statist lea racalvad by tha Spacial Rapporteur ehow that tha nuabar of 
civilian daatha has dialniahad during 1986 (aaa annas). 

22 . The Spacial Rapportaur haa alraady provldad a atatlstical aurvay of civilian 
caaualtiaa during 1985 rt/CW. 4/1986/24, para. 72). According to information 
aubalttad by tha Bibliotheca Afghanlca Foundation (Liaathsl, Switsar land), civilian 
caaualtiaa froa tha and of 1985 to Saptaabar 1986 ara of tha order of 10,000 

to 12,000. 



23. According to statements made by various wltnaaaaa to tha Spacial Rapportaur, 
tha govarnaantal forces and/or foraign troops continue to /bomb village a, cultivated 
land and water reservoirs as wall aa to kill anlaala in order to deprive the 
population of their aubaiatance and force thea to leave the rural ar aaa either to 
aeek refuge or to aaek ahelter in the major cltiea. 

24. Several wltnaaaaa reported on the use by the araad forces of gas, in which a 
greenleh-coloured aubatance wae releaacd against aaabara of opposition forces' 
hiding in underground paaeages or karat. The aubatance reportedly caused aerioua 
injur iee. The uaa of chemical weapona has been reported in four inetancee in 
Kondus, Paktia, Kabul and Vardak Provlnceai the uaa of napalm and phoaphor boaba 
was reported in four other instances in the provinces of Harat, Paktia and Kabul 
(twice). 
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25. The Special Rapporteur wae given inforaation about an Incident eald to have 
occurred in ald-Auguet 1986 in the village of Garahad, in Kondus Province, during 
which aoldlara first Invaded the village in retaliation for an anoountar with 
aaabera of oppoaition a ov aaen te and then executed 30 peraona, dlaeabowelcd a woaan 
with a bayonet and cut off her breaata, and kicked aeveral children to death* 
Several houaea were deatroyed and all liveetock killed. The witneee clalaed that 
he hiaeelf had loot 14 faally niabtre (three of who* had been killed by baypnete 
and 11 cruahed under the rubble of their houee, which had been deatroyed by fire). 

26. The Special Rapporteur alao learned of aeveral incidenta in which reprieale 
were carried out according to an identical patterns eoldlers would retreat after a 
akiralah, then return to the vlllagee in the vicinity of the coabat tone and enter 
and aearch the houaea, which they eubeeoucntly burned, often killing any eurvivbca 
with bayonete. 

27. In one particularly horrible incident, aeveral peraona had their throate slit 
with knivea. Thia Incident took place in the village of Slyawachan, in Barat 
Province, in March IMC. Eleven peraona were killed, with one aurvlvor currently 
receiving aedical treataent. 



26. lyewltneaaea have lnforaed the Special Rapporteur of civilian dee the during 
boabing attacke on villages. Som 100 inatancee of boabardaent of civilian 
targeta, or affecting civilian targete were reported during the period gnder 
review* According to theae witneaeee, the boaherdaents grew particularly lntenee 
and nuaeroue after June IMC. Given the large nuaber of incidenta, the Special 
Rapporteur will deacrlbe only the following eases, which he believea ought to be 
brought to the attention of the General Aaaeablyi 



(a) In late March 1966, approxiaetely 350 aen, woaan and children were killed 
in four vlllagee in the Qarabagh Dlatrict, Ghasnl Province i 

lb) On 12 April 1986, between 000 and 1,000 civil lane were killed by aoldlara 
in the Andkhvoy Die tr let of Paryab Province during a boabing raid* Several houaea 
were deatroyed during thia raid. There have alao been reporta in the aaaa province 
of 100 clvlllana killed during encountera on 5 June 1986 between Afghan troope and 
oppoaition fightere* 



(c) following fighting between Afghan troope and aaabera of oppoaition 
ite in Kandahar Province in aid-July 1986, approxiaetely 25 clvlllana were 
killed. 



29, in addition to the incidenta aantloned above, the Specie! Rapporteur 
pereonally eaw the bodiee of woaan killed during bcabinga in Paktia Province. 



30. On a parallel with theae incidenta, the Special Rapporteur feela coapelled to 
etate that a nuaber of clvlllana are reported to have been killed during attacks hy 
aaabera of oppoaition a ov aae n te. The Special Rapporteur waa inforaed thet at leaat 
SO clvlllana and ailltery pereonnel had been killed and aeveral other a wounded in 
the exploalon of a aunltlona depot on 27 Auguat 1986 at Qargha in Kabul Province. 
In addition, a bcab exploalon at the Jalalabad airport en 11 Auguat 1986, killed 



/... 



-8- 



approxlaately 16 pereone and wounded aeveral othera. leader a of tha oppbaltlon 
ita took credit for both thaaa Incidents. 



31. Ida Spacial Rspporteut has already had ooeaalon to dlaeuaa tha buaanltariao 
actlvitlee of tha International aoaalttee of tha Had Ctoaa (ICRC) In hla earlier 
report*. Since than ha haa noted an inereaae in tha nuaber of civilian essualtlee 
and in tha eaverity of Injur las, particularly within tha laat three or four aontha 
of thla yaar. Oiffarant aourcaa of inforaation concur that thia woraanlng of tha 
altuation is attributable to tha intensity of the fighting begun daring thla 
period. 

32. According to various aourcaa* ICRC undertook an asploratory aissloa to aaeess 
tha proapaeta for reaualng ita aetlvltlea in Afghanistan and to eat up a facility 
that would enable it to raauaa ita huaanltarlan work. 

33. As atatad in aarliar reporta, tha aaln typaa of action which have eauaad 
daatha and eaaualtlaa, in particular aaong tha civilian population of Afghanistan, 
ara boabardaants, ahalling and aeeaacrae in reprlaal, acta of brutality eoaaittad 
by araad forces, and tha use of sntl-peraonnel ainaa and booby-trap toys, tha 
Spacial Rapporteur laarnad that ehealeal fertilise™* ao-callad "salsa" ainaa, 
antl-paraonnal ainaa and booby-trap toys wara still ueed. Be was also inforaed of 
tha uaa of toy-boaba inaide houaae. 

34. During vlalta to hospitals at Quetta and Peshawar in Septaaber 1986, tha 
Spacial Rapporteur wee abla to obtain statistics on civilian eaaualtlaa. Ihara wae 
a notable Incraaaa in tha nuabar of woundad ainea Nay IMS, pasting In July and 
August 19S6. it waa expleined to tha Spacial Rapporteur that thla aggravation waa 
due to the Intanalty of fighting which had taken place In Paktla, Paktlka, 
Rangarhar, Barat and Paryab Provineea. for exaaple, in a alngle hospital, 

3,344 patienta had been hoapitalisad between January and July 1966, for either 
bullet or ahrapnel wounds. 



(e) 



Ose of sntl-personnel nines snd booby-trap tovi 



35. the Spacial Rapporteur haa already reported to the Osneral Aaaaably on the uaa 
of antl-paraonnal ainaa and booby-trap toys (A/407843, paree. 90-93). Be waa able 
to eee and apeak to wounded children whose injur lea were cauaed by the use of these 
horrible weapona. 

36. tn the course of talks held in Septaaber 1986, the Special Rapporteur received 
inforaation which confiraed that tha Afghan and/or foreign araad forcee ware uoing 
antl-paraonnal ainea and booby-trap toys of ineraaaingly varied typaa. 

37. Aa tegarda injur lea austalned by children, the Special Rapporteur hiaself 
observed that they genarally coaprlae aerioua lag and hand woundo which frequently 
reault in aaputatlonaf thia, he waa told, waa the reault of espies ions of 
booby-trap boaba in the fora of toy a, of sntl-personnel aines or of boaberdaante. 
Tha following casus aay aerve aa illustrations* 



A- 



(a) A child cf two jfMta, hoepltalited at Makka tl Mukarrimaa, at Quette, ia 
cucrantly undacoolng traataant for aaraca burna auataiiMd on both laoa In • flea 
which totally daetroyed hU houee in July 1999/ after a beaming attack on bla 
villaga* located in Ohasnl Provlncei 



(b) A 17-year-old girl froa dhaaal Province had bar f aea oonplately 

diaf loured by burne in • *i«e which eterted whan bar beoao wee bonbad. a piece of 
ahrapnal In bar a td eai h alao tnjurad her entire genital eyetaa, for which ahe la 
now receiving intenelve care. She aald that bar entire family had baan killad 
during the Incident! 

(c) In Match 1999, a 13-yeer-old child froa NaMr-e-dharif in ■alkh Province 
waa aerlouely woondad by exploding knlfe-llko ahrapnal. Oar ing thla incident, 
which occurred during en aerial boeblng, 7 aaabere of bla faally and «0 other 
lnhabltante of tha vlllaaa parlahadf 

(d) A 19-year-old boy, a native of Paktike, had hla left leg aaputeted 

following tha ettpleeion of an anti-pereonmel aino In July 1999. 

3d. According to inforaatlon obtalnad daring tha recent vleit, booby-trap toye 
have baan dlatrlbutad along tha antira langth of tha maaaahaHCboat bordar In tha 
Bangldar valley, in Poktla Province. 



W> Acta of brutality coaalttad be araad forcaa and oth ar eaeoel ea of vertex 
contrary to humanitarian atandarda 

39. During tha period wtder conaioer at ion, tte Special tapper teor reevived 
Inforaatlon confirming that acta eif brutality by tha araad forcaa had token place 
during allltery operatlone throughout tha country, da can only recall tha 
lneldante doeer lbed In doeuaant A/41/779, which arc largely typical of tha 
ctrocitlea coaalttad, particularly during raide or retaliatory atteeka agalnat 
villagee. •;,/'.:":"'■/" 

40. tooting ia reported to happan frequently during houee end wlllaga aaarchaa. 
In particular aonay and jawallary ara caouaatad and people who ara unabla or 
unwilling to glwa thaa ara abet. 



41. In hla previouc reporta, tha Spaelal Rapporteur haa eonoidered tha treatment 
of prlaonara by; both aldaa. 8a refere therefore te paragraph* ft and 99 of hla 
previoue eapoct to tha General Aaeaably (A/40/M3) and pareeraphe 99 and 100 of hla 
lataat report to tha Oaaalaalon on Buaan tighta (I/CV.4/1994/24) • daw inforaatlon 
haa both confirm^ previoue flndlnga and brought new elementa to light. Tha 
following exeaplae refer to the traataant of prlaonara captured by omaoeitlon 
aoveaantea a member of tha mad la raportad to have baan executed on tha Jalalabad 
Turkman highways :"\in aangacbar a political chief haa baan aaaeuted after "trial »i 
and a capturad Ruaaian pilot haa baan killed near Oharai. Oowever, one reliable 
vltneea stated that prlaonara are treated in accordance with Surah UOCVX (9) of the 
Koran, entitled Al-Inaan or Ad^paha C'aan* or s tla» a )Y which calla en aan to •feed 
with food the needy wretch, tbv orphan and tha Dclaotwr . i . •. Prleonero capturad 
by governmental fore** are either axacuted or brought to trial and sentenced. 
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Soaetiaee prisoners are escnanged but wf _ut using ICRC as an interaadiasy. for 
instance, in Herat a Ruaalan aoldlac was esehanged against eevea aujahlddin and 
three allitlaaen. In tha Malnchl Pallv Mews (28 March 1966) it van reported that 
tha laet of tha Soviet pilot* had baan released, and that the agreeoent between 
ICRC and opposition aoveaante on two Soviat prisoners takan in 1982 could no longer 
ba reepeeted, ainea tha opposition BO M ao n ta had found that tha conditions were not 
baina observed. According to inforaation, Afghan prisoners ware visited in 
Mey 1986 by s Red Croea delegation. 

42. ona callabla wltneee told the Special Rapporteur that uhan opposition 
aovaaanta took prisoner e they were traatad in accordance with with tha aharUh. A 
Reutera praaa release of 12 Rovaabar 1985 aust ba sontlOned in thla context) it 
rafara to a Taaa Agency raport that a soviat soldier aarvlnf in Afghanistan stated 
that ha had baan tortured, baatan and atarvad while bald in captivity by an 
opposition aovaaant. 



43. it should ba noted again that, concurrently with huaen iter lea action to 
provide protection and aeeletence for alii tar y and civilian vietlaa In situations 
of conflict, ICRC haa launched a caapelga to Infora the Afghan population, and in 
particular eleaanta of the oppoaition aoveeents, not only about the hie tor leal 
background and activities of ICRC but also of the obligation o£ aeabera of araad 
forces and ooabatanta to obaerve the huaanltarian coaaltaanta flowing freer 
huaanitarlan law, in particular the Oanava Conventlona. These lnatruotlona, which 
ahow how cloaely theee obllgatlona are linked with peine iplee enehrined in the 
shariah, were ellegedly accepted with interest and underetandlng by rapceaentatlvee 
of the opposition aoveaanta. ICHC publishes a strip cartoon in languages spoken in 
Afghanistan and a coaawntary on the four Oanava Oenventlona of 12 Auguet 1949. 

44. The Speclel Rapporteur haa been inforaed that the Minaret of Herat, the Chesht 
Moeoue and the Herat Great Mosque Jaal have been destroyed. Theee are aonuaeata to 
which the Convention for tho Protection of Cultural Property in the event of Araad 
Conflict of 14 May 1954 auat apply, in response to hie letter to the felted 
Nation* educational. Scientific and Cultural Or gani ration requeeting additional 
inforaation, the Special Rapporteur received the following reply on 

24 February 1986t 



"Aa part of the international eaapalgn to. save the aonuaente of Marat, 
and at the reoueet of the national auttuxlties, USXSCO dispatched a 
consultant. Professor Andrea Bruno of Italy, on a alll ion to Afghanistan f roa 
23 Deeeaber 198S to 6 January 1966. The purpose of the alaalon waa to update 
.the eaapalgn plan of action. 



"profeeeor Bruno vialtad only Kabul, where he held technical 
consultations with the eoapetent author it lee In charge of aonuaent 
preservation. In view of the inetructiona of the united aatlone security 
Co-ordlnator in Mew Tor k, no visit to the Herat region wee scheduled, nor did 
the Kabul authorities propose any auch visit. ConsequenUy, Professor Bruno 
wss unable to obtain any on-aite indorsation regarding the acnusvnts aantionad 
in your aforeaantioned letter.* 



/... 
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45. Apart froa the direct cofteeatteneee of the conflict on the cutural heritage of 
Afghanistan <eee para. 44), the Spaclal Rapporteur has received infomatlon 
indicating a ooneistmt pattern of actlene deeigncd to Obliterate two evidence of 
tna cutural heritage, eninly through neglect oc the side^ffmts of hostilities, 
furtberaore, thie Inforaetion ahoMS a deliberate ef fort to stifle artistic 
activities and cultural life» aueeuae hava suf farad , librarlee have been destroyed, 
and artiats have been killed or have aought refuge abroad. 



(•) Oonacr lotion, including of children 

46. lha Spaclal Rapporteur una lnforaed that, in 1982, tha regulations concerning 
tna aga for drafting into tha amy had baan lowered to IS year a. there was forced 
conscription and the tera of ailltary eervlee rose froa two to three years in 1982 
and then to four yeare in 1994. 



47. lha Spaclal. Rapporteur baa learned that such conscription continue*, depriving 
universities and schools of aale students. In addition, it would appear that the 
conscription systca is governed by severe dlaeriainatory astnedst for asaaple, 
students froa faalllee belonging to the Oaaauniat Party or eyapsthlsing with it 
have the privilege of not Joining the amy at the ago of IS, thus having a chanoa 
to continue their studies, at hoaa or abroad. A new feature of oaneeriptioa has 
been reported by various reliable persona* political prisoners who have benefited 
froa the aanesty following the cooaaaoration in April 1986 of the Saur Revolution 
were laeadlately drafted into the Afghan amy. Sane of thea have served in the 
eilitla, where their teak haa been to pick up young am who are old enough to be 
conscripted in order to draft thm into the amy. 

(t) Situation of Internal rsfuaooo* Or displaced nstsono in Afghanistan 



48. As the Special Rapporteur already atated in bis previous repocta, the 
instability created by events in Afghanistan sinoe 1979 has led to a aaMive eaodus 
not only to other countries, particularly Pakistan and the Zalmic hopubllc of 
Iran, but aloo froa rural areaa to the towns. 

49. Tha situation of internal refugees or dleplaeed persons haa not changed alnee 
the Special Rapporteur described it in paragraphs «3 to 66 of hie previous report 
to the General Asseably ;A/40/«43). In addition, the Special Rapporteur :; nea- ■■'.■' 
learned that the Qs vo rnaa s t intends to displace 300,000 persons froa the eeetern 
provincea to the eouth-vestern provinces. According to faforaetion available, east 
of the population oonewraed has already sought refuge in Pakistan (ace A/41/778, 
para. 29). 



/... 
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3. Consequence of the human rights situation in Afghanistan 
In general and of the conflict foe economic, social and 
cultural tights 

50. A faithful survey of the economic, social and cultural situation inside 
Afghanistan can be made only if the Special Rapporteur is permitted to visit the 
country. Therefore, the Special Rapporteur is obliged to restrict himself to 
information which he considers reliable in analysing the consequences of the 
conflict for the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights in Afghanistan. 
Hie general survey of the enjoyment of these rights made by the Special Rapporteur 
in his report to the General Assembly (A/40/843, paras. 102-105) and in the report 
to the Commission on Human Rights (E/Ot. 4/1986/24, paras. 102 to 114) is still 
valid. The Special Rapporteur is still of the opinion that, when considering the 
effectiveness of these rights, it must be taken into consideration that, because of 
the conflict, the Government appears to control only a relatively small part of the 
country, other parts being controlled by traditional forces or becoming s kind of 
no-msn's land where the civilian population has largely left, villages are partly 
or completely destroyed and the agricultural Infrastructure has been systematically 
devastated. 

51. In a study entitled "The legal status of the Afghan resistance movement" 
(1986, p. 7), Mr. Tabibi has described the administrative situation of and in the 
country as follows i 

'Eighty per cent of the country is now under the control of the 
resistance forces and the commanders have their own administration, schools, 
hospitals, post offices and tax system in every province. Hasarajat is in the 
centre of the country with a population of 2 million and, since the beginning 
of the Russian invasion, has governed Itself independently under its own local 
administration. Panjshir has been governed for a long time by its own 
commander, Msssood, the 'Lion of Panjshir 9 , with a tax system, separate 
eco n om y and agricultural policy. Panjshir 9 s independence was even recognised 
by Russian military commanders, who signed the treaty of non-intervention in 
the area for one year. It is noteworthy that, when making this arrangement, 
the Soviet commanders did not invite their puppet regime to participate. 
Hangar har, Vardak, Paktia, Rundar, Herat and Kandahar are also governed by 
their local leaders. 9 

In addition, a citable person with aeeaaa to the country haa caportad that tha 
Fargan araa ia undar Jaaiat adainiatration* .van lata* parta of tha Panjshir valley 
and of tha Kanar (Baatarn ttariatan) ara undar traditional adainiatration. 

52. In thaaa parta of th. country* thara ia a traditional adainiatration and, with 
tha aid of Afghan relief coaaittaaa, a nuaber of health aarvlcaa exlat and 
educational atructurea have been eetabllahed. 

53. Nevertheless, large parta of the country do not poeeeee an adequate health 
•erviee or an organised educational systea. Thousands of children in particular 
are Buffering froa this conflict, and the Special Rapporteur wlahea to repeat the 
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findings contained in paragraphs 102 (destruction of agricultural infrastructure) , 
105 (Afghan Labour Coda and ita r as trie tad application) , 106 to 109 (situation of 
the medical services) and 112 (situation in Kabul) of his moat recent report to the 
Commission on Human Rights (E/CW. 4/1986/24) . 

54. In the governnent-controllad areas efforts are being made to realise economic, 
social and cultural rights with foreign aid. For Instance, it ia reported that the 
Government of Afghanistan has concluded an agreement with the Government of the 
Union of Soviet Sociallet Republlce to establish 10 new technical vocational 
schools, a language centre and an industrial technlcum. These institutions will be 
set up in Kabul, Shlbarghan, Masar~l»Sharlf, Laahkar Gah, Jhumri and Kandahar. Zn 
a speech delivered on 27 May 1986, Mr. Ma jib aaid that there were 85 private 
industries in Balkh Province, but only 42 of them were operating. 

55. It must be added that, according to information received from various medical 
staff in different hoapltala for Afghan refugeee and wounded persons in Pakistan, 
patients who hsd been in hospitals in Afghanistan in government-controlled areas 
had not been properly treated becauae of the lack of well-trained Afghan doctors in 
Afghanistan* 

56. As stated in previous reports, according to various reliable sources ICRC hss 
been negotiating an agreement with the Afghan authorities. These discussions, 
along with visits to various hoapltala, allowed principles to be worked out for mn 
ICRC operation involving protection for prisoners and aaslstanee, in particular 
medical aid, for Afghan la tan. Further discussions in the near future will focus on 
the scope of these sctlvltles and how they can be put into practice. 



57. However, it seems thst, even if ICRC hospitals were installed in 
government-controlled areaa, they would not admit wounded or alck persons belonging 
to or suspected of belonging to opposition movements. Therefore, the Special 
Rapporteur la of the view that in the present circumstances the renewel of ICJC 
activities inside Afghanistan would only benefit a very rea trie ted part of the 
population, as those in areas not under government control would only receive ICRC 
medical care if they sought refuge in Pakletan. 

58. According to the testimony of a doctor experienced In health problems in the' 
field, the presence of any medical aervlce would automatically lead to the 
destruction of neighbouring villageai it is thus becoming Increasingly difficult to 
provide appropriate medical services under the current circumstances, in addition, 
tlie medical oorpa is grossly inadequate. Itor example, of 2,000 physicians 
practising at Jalalabad and Kabul in 1980, only 675 remain today. Pharmacists, 
*jo, are under the control of the authorities and the purchase of any medication 
tot the needs of the rural population is forbidden, with vlolatora liable to arreat 
and interrogation as potential opposition sympathisers. Finally, no child 
Immunisation programmes exist outside Kabul. Thia situation is the result of the 
conflict i in addition, the fact that the opposition movements control certain 
provinces makes it difficult to establiah an adequate infrastructure for 
implementing a nation-wide immunisation programme. Never theleea, the Special 
Rapporteur was informed that the United Natlona Children** Fund (OMICEP), under en . 
agreement with the Afghan authorities, is about to launch an iMunisation programme 
for all Afghan children throughout the country, in urban aa well as rural areaa. 
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SO. There are three aain points to be drawn fresi an analysis of tha information 
transacted to th# special Rapporteur regarding the general situation in 
Afghanistan* 

(a) no ef forte of tho Afghan authorities ere directed primarily against the 
eoenoalc structures which fora tha baa ia of tha rural populations survival, niua 
tha author it lee are slaughtering cattle , deetroying irrigation aysteeu and putting 
preaeura on the aaell maber of farters to collaborate with the authorities and 
eend their children into the allitery, or alee r left having their harweata 

oonf located or even deatrcyedi 

(b) notion la alao being directed againat school and health facllltieai 

<c) Action ia being taken to neutralise tribal areas* 

CO. The situation regarding the right to education has been dealt with objectively 
la Lea Wouvelles Afghanistan , No. 19*20, Oetober/toveabcr US4. Kiia intonation 
ia atill valid. 



